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1. Tha Croza Goveornmont his ueed gendermes to drive armed resistence groups

from their hidetuts in the mouwntaing around Brasove

During the late spring

and early summer these heferogenecus groups of Iron Guardists, Saxons, and
oppenents of the regine fled to the mounbains of the (ld Zingdom and teo the
ranges of western end oentral Transylvanis.

2o Many Iron Guardiste joluned the greoups of purged army officers, deserters,
and militant National Peassmts &t present holding cut in the Cindrel snd
Paltinis mourtain ranges near Sibiu. Intellectualk and awmy officers be-
lieving theomselves to be in danger of triel under the proposed wez orimie
nel law, and Saxong who were active supporters of the Nagis wx have beon

oppreseed by the Groze Government, have adhered o these bands,
widsapreed arreshs among the National Psasants have seat meny of

tecent
he more

militent mowbors of this party to the mountaing.

3s The mountain bande are supporbted end supplied with food by the local ine

habltants.

in mountain tourist cabing.

Membors of the bends are spread out smong the mountain villapges
or live with shepherds high in the hillae

Headquerters have been established

4, Effective actiom against the bends has bsen impossible because ‘of their

decentralization.

The Goverrment apparently hes been wmilling to risk

the use of large detschwente of gondarmes snd troops, since the neceszity

for such action would lower its prestige internslly.

It hee contented

itself with sending smell units of gendarmes known es "Counter Groups",

agoinst the baunde.

Such action has failed eof its purpose.

Warned by the

population at the approach of govermmsnt forces, the bends dispersed and
moved higher into the mounteins or merged with the villagers who protected

thenme
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The same contacte wers used by bands

of desertzrs from the Rumenian Army in the Bihor moumbains
of wesbern Transylvanis when the Groza Govermment used troops
againgt them in 1945 and 1948, Govermuent forces failed %o
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Bacause they are sproad over mo wids a torritory, it is impossible to

estimabe the strength of resistance bands eround Sibiun. Although these:

groups are reported to be well ermed, they contain marny untrained men
end thelr effectiveness as guerrilla forces is congidered to be vory
low at the presemt time.
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